
 

This Year®s Highlights: 

All new historical characters & scripts! 

Tickets good for all three nights. 

Same hours all three nights: 6:00 - 9:30 pm. 

Several downtown churches serving yummy meals. 

Sites include: Cedar Grove Cemetery and various 
front porches in downtown New Bern.  

Special attractions: Veri-Good Bakery and a "thrilling" 
dance performance on the Academy Green! 

 ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ¢ƛǘƭŜ /ƻ-{ǇƻƴǎƻǊǎΗ 

 aŜŘƛŀ 

{ǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ 

 /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ {ǇƻƴǎƻǊΥ 
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˵̐̄́̔̅ ̆ ̒̏̍ l ̙̎̔̈̏̎ ˧ ̉́̒̄̉̎̏ˍ ˥ ̘̖̅̃̔̉̅̕ ʕ ̉̒̅̃̔̏̒ 

Sometimes a simple email can spark a 
journey through history. We recently heard 
from Ken Redding of Florida, who was 

searching for the resting place of his great-great-
grandfather, George Redding. George served with the 
5th Rhode Island Artillery at Fort Rowan in New Bern 
during the Civil War. Enlisting at over 40, he sadly 
contracted yellow fever and died at Foster General 
Hospital. 

Ken had long puzzled over George®s burial site. 
Despite having internment papers, he could not Ĝnd a 
grave marker at the New Bern National Cemetery. With 
help from the Kellenberger Room at the Craven County 
Library, we turned to the Roll of Honor, a record of 
soldiers disinterred and reburied when the National 
Cemetery opened in 1867. George appeared on a 1866 
list from New Bern®s ̄Old Cemetery,° believed to be the 
Soldiers Cemetery once located across from Cedar 
Grove Cemetery³now the Cedar Grove Extension. Yet 
George, along with 318 other soldiers, disappeared from 
later records. We believe they were reburied as 
ūnknowns° in the  National Cemetery. 

After months of collaboration, Ken and his wife, Louise, 

ˡ̎ ˥ ̍́̉̌ˍ ́  ˭ ́̐ˍ ́ ̎̄ ́  ˭ ̙̙̓̔̅̒˚ ˯ ̎̅ ˦ ̙́̍̉̌Ν̓  ˱ ̅̓̔̕ x ̏̎̎̅̃̔̅̄ ˵ ̓ ̔ ̏ 

́ x ̖̉̉̌ ˷ ́̒ ˭ ̙̙̓̔̅̒ ̂ ̙ x ̌́̄̉́̕ ˨ ̏̓̔̏̎̕ˍ ˨ ̉̓̔̏̒̉́̎  

visited New Bern. They shared some of their personal 
travel adventures, which included visiting the graves of 
every deceased President, resulting in a YouTube video 
seen by 750,000 viewers, as well as their travels with 
fellow Segway users.  Fellow history buffs and avid 
travelers, we shared family records while guiding them 
through the historic sites tied to George®s story. Their 
visit rekindled interest in these 319 forgotten men, 
sparking ideas on how they might Ĝnally be recognized. 

We are grateful to the Reddings for their curiosity and 
commitment³and for reminding us how personal 
history truly can be. 

Fall - the Season for Storytelling!  

Cool air, leaves on the ground, and spider lilies in bloom can only mean one thing...Ghostwalk is right 
around the corner!  Now in it®s 35th year, we are excited to deliver 13 new spirited tales from New Bern®s 
past. This incredible community tradition continues because of our devoted volunteers, talented actors, 

and thousands of history loving ticket-holders.  Last year, we sold over 2,500 tickets! We®re hoping for that same 
excitement and support this year, as Ghostwalk is our biggest fundraiser. Get your tickets 
now and I look forward to seeing you out at the sites! 

Behind the scenes, we®re working on some important projects to improve how we best serve 
the New Bern community. First, we have a committee Ĝnalizing the details to add new 
signage at the BattleĜeld Park. The new signs will enhance the experience for our park 
visitors.  Did you know we also have an audio app that can be downloaded and used from a 
smart phone when visiting the BattleĜeld trails?  Next, our Curator and his loyal volunteers 
continue to add scanned images from our collection to our new Digital Archive - now 
available from our main website.  We recently received a grant from the Craven County 
Independent Insurance Agents Association speciĜcally funding our digitization efforts. 
Thank you to the Association for their investment in local history and allowing us to preserve 
and share these important items for many years to come.  Please visit our website and enjoy 
looking through the photo collections. We plan to add more artifacts and documents in the 
coming months. 

 

Lastly, we hired a new Operations Manager over the summer.  I proudly introduce you to Jon 
Silberger.  Originally from Pittsburgh, PA, Jon spent most of his life in Land O Lakes, FL before he 
and his wife Gabrielle relocated to New Bern for their next chapter in life. Jon brings a passion for 
history and community connection and is committed to supporting the Society®s continued success. 
He and Gabrielle have three grown children. Their oldest daughter lives in Tampa, their middle 
daughter recently moved to Cherry Point with her spouse and their Ĝrst grandchild, and their 
youngest son resides in Minneapolis.   

We always welcome visitors at the historic Attmore Oliver House, so be sure drop by and wish Jon a 
warm welcome and leave with some fun New Bern history facts!   

/ǳǊǝǎ YǊǳƳƳŜƭ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ 

WƛƳ IƻŘƎŜǎ ό/ǳǊŀǘƻǊύΣ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ DƛŀǊŘƛƴƻ ό5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊύΣ  

/ƭŀǳŘƛŀ Iƻǳǎǘƻƴ όIƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴύΣ YŜƴ ŀƴŘ [ƻǳƛǎŜ wŜŘŘƛƴƎ 
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History Quest Success! 

Between the perfect weather, enthusiastic Questers, and 

a well-prepared crew, we could not have had a better day 
for our 5th Annual History Quest! 

Our kudos to the hardworking committee, many of 

whom have been working on this event since the 
beginning of the year. Thank you to the volunteers, 

committee members, and sponsors who made this 

event another great success!  

Committee Chairs: Claudia Houston & Kathy 

Morrison 

Clues Committee: Claudia Houston, Dana Hall, 
Terri Hickman, John Klecker, Gary Gillette, Susan 

Cook 

Steering Committee: Claudia Houston, Kathy 
Morrison, Terri Hickman, John Klecker, 

Lisa Setliff, Kim Deal 

˒ː˒˕ - ˒ ː˒˖ ˥ ̖̅̎̔̓ x ́̌̅̎̄́̒ 
Watch our website (www.NewBernHistorical.org) for further details on upcoming programs! 

 

Thursday-Saturday, October 23-25: Ghostwalk / 6-9:30pm  / Historic Downtown New Bern 

Wednesday, October 29: Fall Volunteer & New Member Social / 4-6pm / Attmore Oliver Back Lawn  

Wednesday, November 12: Lunch & Learn, North Carolina®s Oyster Boom by David Bennett/ 11:30am / 
Carolina Colours Pavilion 

Sunday, December 14: Presentation, The Lost Light by Kevin Duffus / 2pm / Orringer Auditorium / Craven 
Community College 

Sunday, January 25: Presentation, New Bern Then and Now by Jim Hodges / 2pm / Orringer Auditorium / 
Craven Community College 

Sunday, February 22: Presentation, History of Rosenwald Schools in NC & Craven County by Tom Hanchett/ 
2pm / Orringer Auditorium / Craven Community College 

Thursday-Saturday, March 19-21: Hallowed Ground Lantern Tour / 6-8pm / New Bern Battlefield Park 

Saturday, April 11: Harry Goodman Battlefield Adventure Day / 1-4pm / New Bern Battlefield Park 

Friday-Saturday, May 1-2: Heritage Homes Tour / 10-4pm / Historic Downtown New Bern & Riverside District 

Saturday, May 2: Spring Volunteer & New Member Social / 4:30-6pm / Attmore-Oliver Back Lawn 

Saturday, June 7: Presentation, Women Pilots at Camp Davies by John Moseley / 2pm / Orringer Auditorium / 
Craven Community College 



Be sure to eat lunch or dinner at MORGANôS TAVERN & 

GRILL during Ghostwalk, Thursday, October 23. Our good 

friends at Morganôs will donate a portion of that dayôs proceeds 

to the New Bern Historical Society! 

Ghostwalk 2025 -  Hats off to the Team! 
Ghostwalk is a huge team effort which only happens with the support of hundreds of volunteers, from 
actors to greeters to cemetery creepers. Please join us in thanking the talented people who make this 

great event possible. 

Ghostwalk Steering Committee 

Directors: Bill Hand, Nancy Hitchcock, Heide Lock, Kathy Morrison, Lynda Rock, Holly Prafke   Script Writers: 
Lori Neill, Bill Hand, Gayle Albertini, Anthony Giardino, Kim Deal, Kathy Morrison, Jo Anna Kloster   Publicity: 
Kathy Morrison   Graphic Artist: Cheryl Jukich  Ghostly Greeters/Volunteers: MJ Woika & Tracey Krumel   
Logistics: Mike Williams   Church Liaison: Sue Wyatt   Veri-Good Bakery: Terri Hickman   Law Enforcement: 
Sergeant Monico Hargett   Thriller Flash Mob Director: Roxann Wheeler   Ghostwalk Chair: Kim Deal   
Costumer: Maryann Murphy 

Ghostwalk 2025 Talent 

Actors: Heidi Dickstein ÊBJ Green ÊJoan Leonard ÊRay Laracuente ÊMike Krauss ÊMatt Schauer ÊRick McDonnell 
ÊWinfred McCoy ÊLaura Miller-McLemore ÊMichelle Dunmon ÊHaron Beatty ÊTommy Grzeika ÊBrian Flannigan Ê

Stephanie Garner ÊKyla Setliff ÊBenny Thompson ÊGayle Albertini ÊRita DeSanno ÊDick Peebles ÊCathy Lane Ê

Alex Ponto ÊStephen Schmidt ÊJohn Gaskill ÊSara Sirmons ÊKathy Martin ÊJohn Rock ÊMarilyn Marr ÊRodger 
Allison ÊJohn Stilley ÊKaren Mason ÊJim Atchinson ÊRoberta Hand ÊBill Hand ÊCarolyn Stewart ÊJennifer Cook Ê

Norbert Rieke ÊMike Brett ÊMelanie Corbett ÊJerry Trenholm ÊSteve Robb ÊCruz ÊRebecca Wood  
 
Creepers: Lynda Rock ÊMonica Amende ÊLinda Brown ÊKim Burdine ÊSophia Giroir ÊAmanda Esau ÊKarley 
Blackwell ÊCalvin Clayson ÊBrittany Taylor ÊCauteria Wilder ÊShannon Brunk ÊLori & Riley Sokira ÊBrian Garner 
Guides: Holly Prafke ÊNotra Lail ÊMark Eckert ÊCharles Davis ÊMegan & Ainsley GrifĜn ÊAria Porter ÊTamara 
Paquee ÊNadine Hobb ÊDave & Ann Super ÊKimberly Koonce ÊKimberly Branham-Blowe ÊLeigh Ann & Rebecca 
Friesen ÊWayne Hauck ÊGale Lee ÊGina Laubach ÊRaven & Riley Simpson 
 

Special thanks to our generous Ghostwalk Property Owners: Emil & Kim Wigode, Christie & LeRoy West, Mary & 
Steve Kotrch, Jonathan Peck & Georgiana Bowman, Doug & Jennifer Barbe, Larry & Pam Hicks, and Rachel 
Fortune. 

We are grateful for the long-standing support from our community partners: City Manager Foster Hughes, the staff of 
New Bern Parks & Recreation, and the New Bern Police Department.   

                  Free Cemetery Tours 

The nonproĜt Earl of Craven Questers will be giving free guided tours of Cedar Grove Cemetery on 

Ghostwalk Saturday, October 25, at 2pm!  Check the Questers® Facebook page for more informationΦ   
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On my walk this morning for the Ĝrst time it felt cold due to a 
combination of temperature and wind. After weeks of hot weather 
this summer, I am looking forward to cooler weather. The change 
in weather signals the start of a busy period for the Historical 

Society which starts with Lunch-and-Learns and the annual Ghostwalk, held 
October 23-25th.  
 
Each year our events are completely different, so if you have not been 
recently, think about attending this year. In addition, several churches in town 
offer a meal as a fundraiser so consider making a Ghostwalk a night out for 

the whole family. We have attended Ghostwalk 
every year for over twenty years and we plan 
on doing so this year. If you want to get more 
involved, please consider volunteering to help 
with Historical Society events. It®s a great way 
to meet people if you are new to New Bern. 
 

¢ƘŜ 9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ  

ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !h /ŀƳǇǳǎ 

 

 

ˮ̗̅ s ̅̒̎ ˨ ̉̓̔̏̒̉̃́̌ ˳ ̙̏̃̉̅̔ 

ˢ̏́̒̄ ̏ ̆ ʕ ̉̒̅̃̔̏̒̓ 
 

2025-26 OfĜcers & Appointed Positions 

Joe Hunt, President 

Kathy Morrison, First Vice President 

Egon Lippert, Second Vice President 

Chris Kelso, Secretary 

Bob Penvose, Treasurer 

Mark Trail, BattleĜeld Adjutant 

Claudia Houston, Historian 

Jim Hodges, Curator 

 

2025-26 Directors 

  

 

Staff 

Anthony Giardino³Executive Director 

Kim Deal³Programs Director 

Jon Silberger³Operations Manager 

Michel Epps³Operations Assistant 

Joe Anderson 

Graham Barden 

Carol Becton 

Clayton Cheek 

George Evans 

Dana Hall 

Terri Hickman 

Ken McCotter 

Nelson McDaniel 

Laura Miller-McLemore 

Cathy O®Brien 

Rob Overman 

Mary Parrish 

Chris Richey 

Mike Williams 

 

An Extraordinary Volunteer 

and Friend...is now our 

newest Board Member! 

This month, we shine the spotlight on 

a member who has been working so 

hard for us over the past year.  A true history enthusiast, Dana Hall 

was quick to jump into any area that could use her highly tuned 

research skills. After attending just one of our programs, Dana 

linked up with our Historian and the rest, as they say, is history! 

Dana quickly joined the research and planning effort of the New 

Bern Underground Railroad Coalition, assisting with an application 

for New Bern to receive national recognition. She has also helped 

tremendously with our annual History Quest. So, when a spot on 

our Board opened up, Dana was an obvious choice! 

Dana Hall is a NC native, born and raised in Gastonia. She 

graduated from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

where she studied Anthropology and History, both with an 

emphasis on the American South. Her husband, Brian, is also a NC 

native, as is their son who baffled everyone in the family by moving 

to Troy, NY for college and settling there. Dana spent the majority 

of her professional life in the nonproĜt sector, focused on young 

people and education. They lived in the Triangle area before 

moving to New Bern in 2022 in what 

they both agree is their best 

decision ever! Brian is rediscovering 

his family ties to New Bern, while 

Dana has loves immersing herself in 

all the amazing and unique history 

of this beautiful place. We are 

thrilled to have your support, Dana - 

thank you for all you do!  

Page 5 ˨̉̓̔̏̒̉̃́̌ ˳ ̙̏̃̉̅̔ ˰ ̒̅̓̉̄̅̎̔Ν̓  ˭ ̅̓̓́̇̅Ψ̂ ̙ ˪ ̏̅ ˨ ̎̔̕ 

YŀǘƘȅ aƻǊǊƛǎƻƴΣ 5ŀƴŀ IŀƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ YƛƳ 5Ŝŀƭ 



Ο˴ ̈̅ ˨ ̙̉̓̔̏̒ ̏ ̆ ˮ ̏̒̔̈ x ́̒̏̌̉̎́Ν̓  ˯ ̙̓̔̅̒ s ̏̏̍Π 

ˢ̙ ʕ ̖́̉̄ s ̅̎̎̅̔̔ 

Wednesday, November 12th 
11:30 am 

Caolina Colours Pavillion 
 

For generations, North Carolina®s oyster industry was underdeveloped. This changed in the late 
19th century when North Carolina oyster beds attracted attention following overharvesting in 
the Chesapeake Bay and the nation®s insatiable appetite for oysters. By the late 1880s, North 
Carolina oystermen and Ĝsh dealers were beneĜting from an expanding oyster industry. The 
incredible proĜts that oysters yielded motivated Baltimore and Norfolk capitalists to move their 

oyster canneries and packhouses to coastal North Carolina. Then what? 

˦́̌̌ ˶ ̏̌̎̔̅̅̒̕ ̂  ˮ ̗̅ ˭ ̅̍̂̅̒ ˳ ̏̃̉́̌ 

Wednesday, October 29 
4 - 6 pm 

Attmore-Oliver House 
~ Free Event ~ 

 
What better way to say Thank You and Welcome than gathering with our volunteers and 
new members at the Attmore-Oliver campus and gardens! If you®ve joined and/or 

volunteered with the Society in the last 6 months, this event is to recognize YOU!  Light 
refreshments, music, and a prize giveaway!   
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Ο˴ ̈̅ ˬ ̏̓̔ ˬ ̉̇̈̔˚ l  x ̖̉̉̌ ˷ ́̒ ˭ ̙̙̓̔̅̒Π 

ˢ̙ ˫ ̖̅̉̎ ʕ ̆̆̓̕̕ 

Sunday, December 14th 
2 pm 

Orringer Auditorium 
 

What became of the missing 6,000-pound, 12-foot-tall Fresnel lens from the original Cape 
Hatteras Lighthouse, hidden during the Civil War? The lens vanished into obscurity, a mystery 
made of myths, urban legends and Ĝre-ravaged documents. In 2002, the Cape Hatteras Henry

-Lepaute lens was found by the author, Ĝlmmaker and historian, Kevin P. Duffus.  

Οˮ ̗̅ s ̅̒̎ ˴ ̈̅̎ˍ ˮ ̗̏ ́ ̎̄ ˲ ́̂̂̉̔ ˨ ̏̌̅̓Π 

ˢ̙ ˪ ̉̍ ˨ ̏̄̇̅̓ 

Sunday, January 25th, 2026 
2 pm 

Orringer Auditorium 
 

Join local historian and storyteller Jim Hodges as he brings the past 
to life with rare photos, personal anecdotes, and historical insight³
highlighting the people, places, and pivotal moments that shaped 
New Bern. Whether you're a lifelong resident or new to the area, 
this engaging presentation offers a unique perspective on how the 

past continues to inform the present.  



Pamlico Tree Service removed Ĝve large dead trees 
that posed a serious threat to the Trader Bridge. Had 
any of them fallen in the wrong direction, the damage 
could have been severe. Thanks to Pamlico Tree Service 
for their prompt and professional work. 

Maintenance at BattleĜeld Park is always ongoing. Over 
the last quarter, we®ve cleared trails, cut back grass and 
brush, cleaned bridges and benches, and made repairs 
as needed. 

As in years past, The Epiphany School offered a group 
of students to do a community-oriented project. This 
year the group spilt in two with one team returning 
washed-out stone to the path while the second team 
installed six trail timbers to help stabilize the route and 
reduce future erosion. The students worked hard, stayed 
positive, and took pride in leaving the park better than 
they found it.  

New volunteers are always welcome! We meet 
Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 7:00 to 10:00 AM. 
Please contact the New Bern Historical Society at 252-
638-8558 or visit www.newbernhistoical.org for 
additional information on volunteer opportunities. 
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This is my Ĝrst report since stepping into 
the role of BattleĜeld Adjutant. After several 
busy years of service, Gene Lock has left 
some very big shoes to Ĝll. Before him, Jon 

Miller served with distinction for 11 years. Fortunately, 
Jon continues to volunteer at the battleĜeld, and his 
guidance is greatly appreciated. 

I'm honored that the Historical Society has entrusted me 
with the care of our beloved BattleĜeld Park. 

 

On September 6, we hosted 
our Living History Day, featuring over 25 reenactors 
portraying both Union and Confederate soldiers. The 
event included cooking demonstrations, infantry drills, 
musket and cannon Ĝrings, cavalry displays, period 
medicine, and a large weapons exhibit. We were 
pleased to welcome more than 300 visitors throughout 
the day. 

The Historical Society®s 1841 replica mountain howitzer 
was featured in the cannon Ĝring demonstrations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

нлнр [ƛǾƛƴƎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ 5ŀȅ 

±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŀŎǝƻƴ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ .ŀǧƭŜŬŜƭŘ tŀǊƪ 

.ŀǧƭŜŬŜƭŘ DǳƛŘŜǎ ŀǧŜƴŘ ŀ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ 

DŜƴŜ [ƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǳƴǘ ǇƭŀǉǳŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻƴƻǊΦ 

ˢ́̔̔̌̅̆̉̅̌̄ ˰ ́̒̋ ˮ ̗̅̓Ψ̂ ̙ ˭ ́̒̋ ˴ ̒́̉̌ˍ s ́̔̔̌̅̆̉̅̌̄ l ̄̊̔́̎̔̕ 



 

                    511 Broad Street        252.638.8558 

 New Bern, NC  28560   www.newbernhistorical.org    
 

 Anthony Giardino / director@newbernhistorical.org 

Kim Deal / programs@newbernhistorical.org 

 Michel Epps & Jon Silberger / adminofĜce@newbernhistorical.org 
 

 OfĜce Hours:  Monday - Friday, 10am - 4pm  

The Historical Society is proud of the relationships we have developed over the years with the local 

business community and thank them for their continued sponsorship of our events.  Please recognize and 

support our business partners who generously contribute to the New Bern Historical Society. 

KATHY DODGE  


