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~ Creating Community

The Dryborough community, located north
2 afs dowtﬁ‘tovjvn_N(;::\W“Bern, was platted in 1806
- by Benjamin Smith, a future North Carolina
._ (E_gz)fﬁi:ﬁog (I;S_i(_)'—I8H;,XQ land inherited by his
- wife, Sarah, from her father, William Dry III, a
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*Fva.s the §996ﬁg1: plét@e"d- town created in 5
- Craven County. An array of individuals
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B B in the firsc decade, including both wealthy
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- properties were improved for use as rental units, others as dwellm%s for €5
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- enslaved persons. Dryborough was annexed in 1859 by New B
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1;1 the decades leading up to t ¢ Givil Warﬁgr‘yborough wiyﬁéésedt
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- tremendous change. Property values increased closer to town and working
class ownership in the community expanded. More free Black artisans,
including tailors, painters, carpenters, and brick masons, along with

commercial laborers, both Black and White, flocked to the area. Some
.. R B N
- purchased homes. Others rented rooms in tenement houses. By 1860,
~ Dryborough was a racially diverse working-class community and home to
‘N %ne of North Carolina’s largest populations of free Black artisans.
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